[Determination of the serum mannose binding lectin levels in 738 Han ethnic group children].
To investigate the distribution of serum mannose binding lectin (MBL) levels in Han ethnic group children. The concentrations of MBL in serum were measured by ELISA in 268 umbilical cord blood specimens from Chongqing, Wuhan and Urumqi as well as in serum of 470 normal children aged from 0 to 6 years and 87 adults in Chongqing. The distribution of serum MBL levels in children (28 days to 6 years) was abnormal but there was no significant difference in MBL serum levels in subjects of different ages and genders. The median concentration of MBL in serum was significantly lower in newborns (median: 1597 microg/L, range: 884 - 1825 microg/L), cord blood group (median: 1462 microg/L, range: 0 - 4604 microg/L) than in other groups (children group median: 2536 microg/L, range 0 - 7860 microg/L; adult group median: 2920 microg/L, range 98 - 6495 microg/L). While among the other sub-groups aged from 28 days-6 years (28 day group median 2299 microg/L, range 214 - 4195 microg/L; 6 months-group median 2622 microg/L, range 5 - 4637 microg/L; 2 years-6 years group 2585 microg/L, range 198 - 7860 microg/L), there was no statistically significant difference. The median serum MBL level in normal children aged from 28 days to 6 years was 2563 microg/L and the P(2.5)-P(97.5) was 171 - 5079 microg/L. The distribution of serum MBL levels in children (28 days to 6 years) was abnormal type but there was no statistically significant difference among different age and sex groups. The reference value of P(2.5)-P(97.5) in children (28 days-6 years) was 171 - 5079 microg/L.